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ENERGY 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY 
NATURAL GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF A 
MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 
OCEAN, OCEAN COUNTY  

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER APPROVING 
RENEWAL OF FRANCHISE 
AGREEMENT 

DOCKET NO. GE22100659 

Parties of Record: 

Brian O. Lipman, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq., New Jersey Natural Gas Company 

BY THE BOARD: 

New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “Company”), a regulated public utility subject to 
the jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”), is a corporation duly 
organized under the laws of the State of New Jersey, and engaged in the distribution and 
transportation of natural gas to approximately 565,000 residential, commercial and industrial 
customers located in Monmouth and Ocean Counties, parts of Middlesex, Burlington, and Morris 
counties in New Jersey. 

NJNG currently provides natural gas service within the Township of Ocean (“Township”) to 
4,023 residential customers and 290 commercial customers.  The Company’s five-(5) year 
consent to lay, maintain, and operate gas facilities within a specified portion of the Township for 
the provision of gas service expired on December 1, 2022.1  On October 18, 2022 by Ordinance 
2022-17 (“Ordinance”), the Township renewed NJNG’s franchise for a period of 20 years, and 
granted NJNG consent to lay, maintain, and operate gas facilities in the Township.  A copy of 
the Ordinance is attached to this Order as Exhibit “A”.  By letter to the Township dated 
October 21, 2022, NJNG accepted and agreed to the terms and conditions of the Ordinance 
consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-16.  Copies of the letter of acceptance and the hearing notice are 

1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term.  This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal actions 
it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law.  The Board 
has been assured that pending review of its petition, NJNG represents that it has continued to provide 
service to its customers within the Borough in an uninterrupted manner. 
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attached to this Order as Exhibits “B” and “C”, respectively. 

On October 24, 2022, NJNG filed a petition with the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and 
N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5, seeking approval of a franchise renewal agreement granted by the Township 
(“Petition”).  As required by law and after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on December 
13, 2022.  Heather Weisband, Esq., the Board’s duly appointed Hearing Officer, presided over 
the hearing.  Appearances were made on behalf of the company, the New Jersey Division of Rate 
Counsel (“Rate Counsel”) and Board Staff.  No other party participated in the hearing or filed any 
written comments with the Board related to this matter.   

At the hearing, the Company relied on its Petition and exhibits filed with the Board, and presented 
the testimony of Joseph Puglisi, Managing Engineer.  According to Mr. Puglisi’s testimony and 
discovery responses, NJNG anticipates growth in the Township over the next five (5) years of 
approximately 10 to 25 customers.  Mr. Puglisi also testified that the Company has the capacity 
to meet the anticipated level of growth within the municipality and has no plans to change its gas 
distribution system within the Township.  

Rate Counsel submitted written comments dated February 14, 2023, indicating that it does not 
object to the Company’s Petition since the Company represented that it has the capacity 
necessary to continue to provide natural gas service to the Township.  However, Rate Counsel 
requested that approval of the Petition include certain restrictions which are incorporated in this 
Order.  

DISCUSSIONS AND FINDINGS 

After careful review and consideration of the Petition and exhibits submitted in this matter, the 
Board HEREBY FINDS that the renewal of the franchise agreement granted to NJNG by the 
Township of Ocean is necessary and proper for the public convenience and to properly serve the 
public interest, and that NJNG has the ability to continue to provide safe, adequate, and proper 
service.  The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the necessary experience, financial 
capability, capacity, and facilities in the Township to continue to provide adequate and appropriate 
service to its existing customers, and that the 20-year duration of the municipal consent to use 
the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15.  Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-
14, HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to NJNG by the Township to provide gas service, 
and for the continual use of its public streets for that purpose for a period of 20 years. 

The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 

1. As required by N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, and limited by the Ordinance, the municipal
consent to construct, maintain and operate gas lines in the streets and other public
places in the Township is limited to a term not exceeding 20 years.

2. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes
whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter
to be owned by NJNG.

3. This Order shall not affect, nor in any way limit, the exercise of the authority of this
Board or of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or in
any other matters affecting NJNG.



The effective date of this Order is April 19, 2023. 

DATED: April, 12, 2023 

RY ANNA HOLDEN 
MMISSIONER 
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BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

• 

v\\,~ 
DIANN~ON 
COMMISSIONER 

ON CHRISTODOULOU 
COMMISSIONER 

ATTEST: 

SHERRI L. GOLDEN 
SECRETARY 

I He:REBY CEl\llf=Y th.:it the withm 
document is a true copy of the ortgilE 
In the files of the Board of Public Utllltle). 
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SERVICE LIST 

Township of Ocean 

Ms. Diane B. Ambrosio, Municipal Clerk 
Ocean Township 
50 Railroad Avenue 
Waretown, NJ 08758 
clerk@twooceannj.gov 

Ms. Betty Vasil, Clerk of the Board 
Ocean County Board of Chosen Freeholders 
Administration Building 
101 Hooper Avenue 
P.O. Box 2191 
Toms River, NJ 08754 

Mr. Scott M. Colabella, County Clerk 
Ocean County Supreme Court 
Administration Building 
118 Washington Street 
P.O. Box 2191 
Toms River, NJ 08754 
Scolabella@co.ocean.nj.us 

New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
1415 Wyckoff Road, P.O. Box 1464 
Wall, NJ  07719 

Andrew Dembia, Esq., Regulatory Affairs Counsel 
adembia@njng.com 

Susan Fastuca 
sfastuca@njng.com 

New Jersey Division of Law 
Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex 
Public Utilities Section 
25 Market Street, P.O. Box 112 
Trenton, NJ 08625 

Pamela Owen, ASC, DAG 
pamela.owen@law.njoag.gov 

Terel Klein, DAG 
terel.klein@law.njoag.gov 

Matko Ilic, DAG 
matko.ilic@law.njoag.gov 

Daren Eppley, SC, DAG 
daren.eppley@law.njoag.gov 

Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 1st Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 

Sherri L. Golden, Board Secretary 
board.secretary@bpu.nj.gov 

Stacy Peterson, Deputy Executive Director 
stacy.peterson@bpu.nj.gov 

Office of the Chief Counsel 

Carol Artale, Deputy General Counsel 
carol.artale@bpu.nj.gov 

Heather Weisband, Senior Counsel 
heather.weisband@bpu.nj.gov 

Division of Water and Energy 

Mike Kammer, Director 
mike.kammer@bpu.nj.gov 

Malike Cummings, Deputy Director 
malike.cummings@bpu.nj.gov 

Dean Taklif 
dean.taklif@bpu.nj.gov 

Sri Medicherla 
sri.medicherla@bpu.nj.gov 

New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
Post Office Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625 

Brian O. Lipman, Esq., Director 
blipman@rpa.nj.gov 

Maura Caroselli, Esq., Managing Attorney 
mcaroselli@rpa.nj.gov 

Brian Weeks, Esq., 
bweeks@rpa.nj.gov 

Carlena Morrison, Paralegal 
cmorrison@rpa.nj.gov 
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ORDINANCE 10:22~1 i 

ORDINANCB OF TH~ TOWNSHIP OF OCEAN,, OCEAN COUNTY, 
NEW JERSEY, C'ONSDil'flNG TO l'HE FRANCHlSE RENEWAL 
RIGHTS FOR NEW IERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY TO LAY 
AND MAINJ AIN GAS 'MAINS; PIPES, AND SERVICE P1PES, IN 
AND UNDER THE SURFACIE OF ANY O.R ALL OF TU:E ROAllS,, 
S1'1U~!ETS, A V!ENUIL~ HJG!HWAVS, AND PlfbUC PLACESt FOR 
THE PlJ R.POSE OF FURN.ISHING NATURAL GAS TO THE 
TOWNSHlP' OF OCEAN 

WHEREAS, New Jersey Natural Gas Cornpaniy obta1i11ed. tile consent -0f li}'tis municipaHly 
to ex(lrci:se hs. fi'anchise :li~th.ts by ,Qli\dirumce 2017-8 dated Jclly 13, 2017, to lay noo madintair. ~ 
maim, pipes aaid $ervice pipes iill im.d. IJindet the surfaee of any <rr all ,of the road. , lreeh,,. :i.venuC!S, 
'hi.gbways, Md :1n1blit plae~, for tile purpo ·e of (fumish.i!ng gas !ha'cin, and. 

W:UEREAS .s:aid ,oo:Mt'Jtlt 1s l~md:te:d to a period ,of twenty (20) years, amd by the ~erm_s 
thereof, expires October I.~ 2041; and 

WH r.RE.AS.,. New Jer&ey Nam.t,al Oas Oomp1my is desirous of ohhunin.Q: conse:nt of 1hr: 
Municipality w ,c-ontinue socvic~ in. the Municlipalily .. 

NOW~ TH!ERE.FO,RE~ B,E IT ORDAINED by the ,o,wnship C.mmdl of !he Townshirp, 
of Ocean; un the Corutrty of Ocean, and Siate of New Jersey, as folfows: 

SECTION ii. New J,mey Natu:1tal Gas Company oo arul is lw:rclly aumorized to !ary, 
main:tain, ,and oper,BJte- its cond1.1;clors, mains:,. and pipes► u,gcth'Cr with the apptmt,~rumoos therein► :in 
all th,c, puMic 5t~ts,. alleys, squares .and pub I ic places in lms muru.d.pality tv1hich are ,r.mder lihe 

conbol and jurisdic1ion of llhe Towwhip of Ocean. fur the purpose of 001ruJncmh1g; 1r.arnsnduin1 and 
dislrilmting gas, or any mixnu·e of ,g,ases of v,an0111s lypes includliit:g ni.UUral !:1'S, for a pi;::1100 of 
~wenty ,(20) yea,rs ltoon the date J1eroof,. upon the folfowin,g ler:ms arnd cooditi:ons; 

A.), N~w Im~ Natutal Gas 1Con1pany shaU a~e- tha,t, in aU ,caBes in whicb 
slreet openings or ex,cavations .8!fe made for llhe purposes a.fo,resaid, 1he 
pavetl"!Jent and the surface ,of the slreets, .alley,, squares or :t'O!mW~)!'S · h11JI be 
res,torcd to lhe same oondition as e~;isted prior ·to the o;pe11ing lher,rof; and 

R) N¢:W' J,m~ Nalutal Gas Company shall cond1.,ct the wo k or lh-e laying or 
maintaining of gas pipes lherein io a careful. and p,rud,ent ma1mer; 

C.) Ne-w Jersey Natllrnl Gas Gornparny shri!!ll file with li'h,i;: ae.-k or this 
.unicip,alily~. wi1hiin :sixty ((l-0) d:iVYS from lhe date hercoft its acceptance of 

11hc tCims and provisiom or the fi,imchise consent herein granted amd its 
~-eemeut lo b bolmd D)' the terms and provisions 1her,eof. 



7 
BPU DOCKET NO. GE22100659 

Agenda Date: 4/12/23 
Agenda Item: IIA 

D.) 1'he tm:ns o.f the iranchlse incorporate() within this ordim11ncs shall not 
become effeclive untU np;proved by llhc: Board, of Public Utiliti,es of the 
St.a1:e of New ff,en;ey. 

BE 11' FURTHER. ORDAINED 1!1.llal prior to lte- begiMing .of any su,001 optmiligs or 
G)l;Cllvatio:ns for the· p-uirposes aforesiud~ New Jeney Naturo] Gas Company ~ll apply im writing, 
on forms to be supp1i~ by New Jersey Natuml Gas Company, to the Township Cferk, acting as 
agenl ,of thi:s governing body for .Pern!lission 10 miike any street openimg m ,excavation. 

SECTION 11. Any section, su1bsectim11 cla111se, phrase~ ordin.anees, or parts ,o{ Otdlin.anc.es 
,noonsii ·tenl lilc!ic,witil arc hm-eby repealed . 

.SECTION IU . 1im Ordinance s.Ji\all lake aflii:i::-t afteir sooond ~ding and tpubli.c :tion as 
rcqrnired by .law. 

NOTICF, 

NO'TICE IS HEREBY GlVEN tha1 the fol'ecgoin:g Ordlioonce wa.5 int'l'Oduced and passed 

b:, 1he Township ·Co1111ni1ttt ,o.f lhc Townsbip of Ocean on first reading at a meeting, held on the 

l 6th day of August, 2022. The Om~nance w.il I be cons:ld~ed for seoo-nd .imd l'iin.i'!il tea.cling at a 

meeliriig of tht Township, Co:rmwittee wllicb is scheduled for lhe 18111 day of Ootobe:r, 2022> at 6:00 

p.m .• or as soon !hereafter acS 1he matter mty be reacll-ed,. at the Municipal Bui Miing located at 50 

Rai.lroao A vem1e, Wafietown, New 6 mey., al whiclll time 1fhe public is invited to ask questions, raise 

objec:1ions; or pro ·de public oommenl with regnrd to the pioposool adoptton. of1hics O~cli,.a,.,,~1?, 

~~ . owmMp Cli::rk. 1 , , 
'1 • I' 1 ~ I 

J f" .... 

I I 'I I I 

2 

J, 
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,#j.# New Jersey i t,W Natural Gas 

Honorable Thane B. Ambrosio, R:MC CMR 
Admii!ll£trat Municiµal □erk 
Tm~h:ip of Ore.ill!, 0 e.m otmfy 
50, Ra:i.llroad Avame 

arretcmm, New Jer•ey 08 58 

October 2 l , 2022 

:R!e : OIIDIN.AJ CE Of THE TO,\• "SBIF OF OC.E.AJ , OCL · ')' 
•CO Tilt, TE\1\- J ERSEY, ,co~ SE.s'ITING TO THE FR.:. ICHISE 
RE ;jE\VAL ruGHTS FOR mw JERSEi:T 1ATURAL G. 
•CO~,fPAl~· TO L~Y .l\J'ID ~fAINTAIN GA MAIN . PIPE S,. AND 
SEltrICE PIPES, I:'i • ID u mm THE SURFACE Of K'lY AND 
ALL OF THE ROADS, STRE.ETS, AVE IDE ', IIlGHWAYS, .A.1'\ffi 
PUBLIC PL \CE , FOR. lHE PlJRPO E OF fi~ TJ:SHil'"l'G 

-ATURA.L G~ TO THE T0\1r_ SHIP· Of OCEAN 
OIIDIN.i\J CE :?022-l' 

DeM Ms. Ambrosio: 

_ e'li ' Jersey _ a1hmtl Gas. Compauy (' fflG') heieby accep~ the tenns arnd 
pmlriisiom;, of · , :francJhiise oo:nreD1t granted by the 1'0'11\'DShip1 ol!lllcil on October 18 
W22 ill!Dd hereby agrees to be bmmd. by l!he terms ill!Dd p:rn 'isions thereof. See Ordinanoe 
10, __ -l a1tlached! hereto,_ 

Please be ad\iisied Iha _ JNG will mmit the Onlinffll.ce to the e\v J,ersey Boom 
of Ptmllic Utilities, fu r arppm\ial 

AKD:sf 

RecSpectli:lllly :submitted, 

CLJ..w)<~ 
.A.ndre11,; K. Dembia, Esq. 
Regullatmy Affruir Co ~ el 

1415V~alTRoild P.O. I):[ 1464 Vall, NJ 11n19 Ftlone: 800-221-11051 WV.'M.njng.c:om 



10 
BPU DOCKET NO. GE22100659 

Agenda Date: 4/12/23 
Agenda Item: IIA 

Exhibit C: 
Hearing Notice 



11 
BPU DOCKET NO. GE22100659 

Agenda Date: 4/12/23 
Agenda Item: IIA 

41 New Jersey 6..t• Natural Gas 

f'.1A ELECTRO. rlC TRANSMJSSIO. " 

Diane B . .Ambrosio RA·IC 
Ml!l.l!l.icipail Clerl:: 
Towu~hip of Ocean 
50 Railroad Avemte 
\\rarefolll:U, N~ll J'er:sey 08758 

MidmeI F:iu re Cou:nfy Admmistrator 
Ooeao County 
HH Hooper Ave_ Admin Bmlmng 
Toms Ril.'e£, NJ 08754--219 

1 ovember 1:1 , 2022 

Soott C-0labella, County O1.erk 
Ocean Cou:nty 
I 1.8 \Vashmgt:on Street 
Toms Ri.ver, N.J. 08754 

R.iE : In the l\btter of Hie P,ention ,of ew .J,eney Namral Ga.s Company for 
1the Appi-o,,al of ai Mimfoipal! Francbi-.e i n 1tbe Ton'llship ,ofOoean, 
Oreao. County 
HPiU Dooket 1-0. GE22.UHl65.9 

Dear the Parties Aclli'ressed: 

Plu:rsuant to flhe provisions of N.J.S.A. 48:2-U, New Je,11 ~• .I aflu:raJ Gas Comp;my 
(4NJNG'1 has applied to l:he Ne1.v JeP..ey Board of Pl!lbl!i.c Utiiliities (''Board) for apprmtaJ of the 
To\\!U.'shi.p of Oaean.'s (''Township'1 Ocdinance No. 2022-17, which granted NJNG pemiissi.on to 
pro.,-:i.de narumJ gas se1:vioe m the Township as pro,iided .m said Ordinanoe. iPl.easie be aihrised film 
the Board has .set, December 13, 2012 ate 9:00am. EST, as the date and time fm- flhe 11.Ill!icipid 
Consent Hea.i.mg. Due to the OO\IJD-19 pandemic this Mmiic:ipail Consent Hearing wilJ be held 
-...-ia Zoom. The Zoom lo.g-in inforn:miou is, as folilolll· : 

hltps://zoom.us/j/245813 6397?pwd=S lpxanµGV3'RNdHJ0T3A0UGVFOHFk.OT09 
Passoode: 871017 

My amstant, Susan Fasmc~ is l:he Zoom meefuig organizer. A Zoom. meeting .invdation 
i.vill be sent o you in ad-,.,.mce ofthe scheduled dat.e for fll.J.is luni.cipid Consient He.aring. You are 
'!.\re.foome. to participate .io fhe Zoom meeting to putc your viell; on l:he tlee-Oro if you so des.ire_ 
Aliso ooti.oe of1he lb.earing: .i.s posted oo. l:he Company's lllW site-. njug.oom, .so wteresred w.em:bers 
oft.be ptibhcmay view the hea.1:mg. 

AKD:sf 
C: Setvire List 

Respec,tfu.l!ly S'1!Jl:i.m:iJtt.ed, 

~)(~ 
Andrew K. Dem.bi.at, •Esq. 
~gulatoq Affairs Coume] 

1415 Wydaff Road P .0. Box 14M W . NJ 07711! Phone,: 800--22 1-0051 www.11f11g.oom 
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